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.Sil} s ’ ) :
I have the honour -to submit to you my Anunual®Report®of the financial year
 1926-27, togethier with that of the Curators of the other sections for the sane period..
‘ ' ‘ I have &e.

‘ TuEM.  Zaywir,

 The Honourable i g o e K . Director.
The Minister for Public Instruction. o« B T

PREHNISTORIC REMAINS.
, I VY H.AG’RA'E”—MG’AR;—MALTA. i :

The excavation of the prehistoric remains at Mgar-Malta were resumed  early
in May, 1926. One has to make a distinetion between the Mg'ar of Malta and that.
“of Gozo. The term Myar is common to several localities in both islands, meaning, in
Maltese, springs. The local nune of spring is Magva in the singular and Mgar in.
the plural so that AMgyar would be the name of any group of springs anywhere in.
these Islands. | . a

The Mg'ar in question lies on the piateau overlooking the G'neina valley, to the
south-west of Malta, in the midst of highly cultivated ground and adequately provided
with running waler. : = gl : ' S

The excavations which, as described in last year's report, were taken in hand in.
June 1625, were continued and brought to a conclusion during the financial year. -
. Five men were employed and Mr. L. Upton Way, F.S.A, very kindly undertook to
e on the spot all day in the absence of the Director who could only - drive to the .
site in the afternoon; for his intelligent supervision and his untiring energy the thanks
of this Departinent is especially due to this ceptleman. Prof. R. V. Galea, LS. & A,
s once more helped us with his professional knowledge, during this year's excavations,.
and his cooperation is gratefully recorded. ‘ e hE o

Without going into details which will be in time duly developed in an exhaustive
report, we can show that the Ta Hagrat ruins consist of a building of the Stone
Age which in the Bronze Age period svas utilized once more, another group of buildings
being added. - S - ; :

The Stone Age building has its main axis in a SE-NW. direction. The facade
in its original state must have been very imposing, set in the middle of a semicircular
forecourt over 50 feet wide. - ” p :

Two steps lead up to the main entrance and a corridor, flanked by huge uprights.
of coralline limestone, three on each side. These pillars once supported large hard-
stone slabs. One of these slabs, 8 ft. 5 in.long, 4 {t.2 in. wide and 2 ft. 4in. thick,
weighing about 6 tons, lies across the uprights, pushed off its original position by
~ the farmer to protect a huge carob tree of which the thick leaves overshadowed
the whole mound. : ‘ x 5 e = ‘

Another roofing slab, now in front of the entrance, is 9 ft. 6 in. long, 6 ft. 6in.
\\*ide, and 4 ft. 2 in. thick. - :

Some of the standing élabs, forining the outer wall, are still in sifu and measure,
on an average, 13 ft. by 7 ft. with a thickness of about 3 it. 6 in. :

_ The corridor beyond the entrance is 6 ft. wide and about 16 ft. long and is paved.
with large stone blocks fitted with great aceuracy. : g = ‘ :
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At the end of the corridor a pavéd rectangular space is reached, about 16 ft, long
and 81t.wide. This hall was also flanked by large roughly hewn hard-stone slabs
of which, in time, some were knocked down and others broken. : '

Both to the right and to the left, an opening furnished with a regular  threshold,
about 4 ft. wide, leads into an elliptical room about 20 ft. long and 12 fr. wide, in the
middle, with roughly hewn stone walls. Thess side chambers were, very probably,
domed over -by the corbelling of the masonry that formed the curved walls,

To the left (SW) the chamber has, at present, a roughly circular shape, about
10 ft.in diameter, flanked at the entrance by two large pillars. To the right, the
wall shows the original curve of the elliptical apse, but to the left a wall of huge
slabs was built across the room, backed by - stones und soil. ; :

The necessity for this alteration is not apparent, but it is possible that the outer
wall was not solidly backed; the strong wall neross and the material beyond it were
of great help to shore up the outer wall. This room is not paved, but here and there
" remains of a hard torba floor may be still seen. ‘

In front of the quadrangular-space or hall, an entrance furnished with a threshold
leads to a circular ‘room about 13 ft. in diameter, of which the walls were found in a
very bad state of preservation. . These walls were not made of slabs on end, but of
large, roughly squared, hard-stone blocks, built up in regular courses.

To the right of the quadrangular hall an entrance with a large threshold leads
into what was originally ' a large elliptical room of which, however, only the SE.
portion remains unaltered, the rest having heen demolished and otherwise interfered
~with in ancient times, ' '

The part of the wall of the driginai structure that remains is distinctly eurved
inwards, clearly demonstrating that the room was domed over, Like the room on .the

other side of the middle hall, the wall is made up of roughly squaved stones laid in .

regular courses, :

The western- end of the room was in a tangle and no definite wall could be
--traced. Stones, large and small, filled up the space beyond the wall of the ecircular
room leading up to a kind of passage bounded to the S.E. by the walls of the said
room, and to the NW, by large stone blocks forming an outer wall, pierced by an
entrance furnished with a threshold 8 feet wide. This entrance was, probably, made
at a later period, unless other parts of the building, of which no traces exist, stood
on the other side of the big wall, rendering the opening in the wall a necessary
. feature, . ‘ : : .

‘To the North of the N.E. apse the features of the ruins are .completely changed.
‘Walls made of comparatively small masonry enclose & building whieh, originally, con-
sisted of an entrance, looking South, one large apse on each side, and a smaller semj-
circalar apse at the back. Later on, the eastern apse was divided into two roughly
circular rooms, the southern one about 9 it. in diameter,, the northern one about b ft.
with a small entrance in the shape of a trilithon. The entrance to the southern
chamber is wide open, measuring about 9 feet.. -

These four rooms are low-walled and have a flocr of heaten earth {torba) broken
here and there. e .
. Between the entrance of this secondary building and the wall of the primitive
strueture three pits, about 5 ft. deep, were found, bounded by roughly constructed
© walls, Together, they. occupied a space of about 10 square feet, which had to.be filled
up during the excavation in order to move the stones' and allow a passage to De
formed between the two buildings,

Outside the eastern wall of the eastern large apse,' the backing of the wall is
-about T{t. thick, and about 4 ft. beyond the wall a torba floor appears of which about
~ 3 feet remain undisturbed. s “ 3 3

In this torba floor, about 3 in. thick, a circular depression is found, 15 in. across

and 4 in. deep atits central portion. This kind of basin, carefully made in the torba

floor, is a new feature of our prehistoric buildings and should be kept in mind when
examining this kind of floor in these Islands. ' ‘ R

. Without going into further details, the conclusion of this year's work at 74 Hag'rat
appears to be that the large building to the south-west was the work of the Stone
Age period of our eulture, whilst the smaller group was built in a later period partly
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" at the expense of the material of the earlier group. The architectural  features of the -
" large group are quite-in keeping with- the well known buildings -of Cordin, Debdicba,
Tial Ginwi, Xropp-il-Ghagin ete., reflecting the higher technique of Hejur Kim, Tarazien,
etc' & ' ' ; " ' g ™ R & w .

The minor group built with smaller stones and with a weak technique shows a

" marked decadence which is characteristie, in Malta, of the Bronze Age period. 3

" " The objects met with in the two groups confirm the evidence ~drawn from the
architectural features. ; o %7 S

In one, the pottery is of the typical neolithic period, well formed, well baked, and
delicately finished and decorated, whilst the secondary building yielded pottery typical
of an’early metal 'age in'no way comparable with the ‘magnificent specimens charac-
teristic of the Maltese Stone Age ware. : . 4

It is very gratifying to note that the Government has acquired the site on which
.the remains of Ta Hag'rat are built and the right of way to reach the same from the °
public road. ' ;

Ny
]

s Rock-ToMBs, _ _
: This is the first time that we are able to bring rock-tombs under the heading of

prenistoric.  So far, nobody had dared to assign rock-cat funereal chambers to a period
earlier than the Phoenician, but this year proofs iwere obtained that some of the early
rock-cut tombs were the work of the Stone Age people. ' : &

In November 1910, a burial in a layer of red ochre, at the bottom of a shaft cut:
in the rock, was discovered on the road to Bugana between Attard village and the
‘Mtarfa roud. Along with this burial, pottery of a type completely different from the
- usual rock-tomh ware was obtained. The pottery, at the time, did not appeal to the
finder as of any special importance, but the presence of red ochré was so striking that -
a communication to the “Times” was sent about it.

In June 1926, the finding of a small rock-tomb was reported from the village of
Xaghra (Kaccia) Gozo. On the 12th of that month, the tomb was examined and surveyed.

It was a round-chambered grave 2 ft. 3in. high, b It. 8 in. by b it 4in. with a

concave ceiling. The entrance was slanting, sealed with a square stone slab, and
reached from a round shaft about 3 feet deep. When the tomb was surveyed, the
contents had already been handled Dby the farmer and completely ‘disarranged but
- nothing was subtractel. The bones were broken, but a nearly complete' skull and
four human jaws show that the grave was used on several occasions. Slabs lay at
the bottom of the grave and several lumps of ted ochre were found amonyg the debris,
the sandy soil and the bones being stained with the pigment. ‘Four small pots about
3 in. high, of a type unknown in our rock-tombs, were recovered, This ware of
a delicate shape and manufacture is decorated with linear patterns -in which -traces of
jed pigment are still visible. The ware is distinetly neolithic in type not to be,in any
way, confounded with the Phoenician, Punic, and Roman ware that is ordinarily met
with in rock-tombs. . :

* (On the 10th of November 1926, whilst surveying a few rifled tombs in the
district of Rabat on the top of the Tas-Salib road (Ix-xaghra il Kbira-Telgha tan-
Nadur), an open tomb attracted my attention. There was a shallow shaft and the
chamber was half full of a caked red soil mixed with bits of pottery which struck
me at once as of a peculiar type. I had the soil carefully sifted, and carried " away
a small sacklul of sherds caked with soil and discoloured by age and dampuness. The -
cleaned sherds showed at once that they were of a neolithic type, and a tasteful -
pattern of curved lines testified to its relation with the pottery of our neolithic huildings.
Two concave saucers with a typical triangular -handle and covered with ineised
designs were reconstructed, No doubts, therefore, can be -had about the age of
this tomlb which, although of a type not uncommon in later _periods, was used
before the Age of metals. ' . ' o

‘That the foregoing facts open up a new horizon in the history of our rock-tomb.
burials is evident; so far, the neolithic period in Malta has been studied from
the remains of temples and other minor buildings but henceforward we must look for
rock-cut graves as material for the study, of our prehistoric Age. o
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I’HOD\TICIA\T PUNIC. AND ROMAN ROCK-TO\[BS

I this report it is well to mention the rock-tombs surveyed during the year with -
reference to the time of tho survey and not to their actual age. A scientific survey
of such tombs will be attempted in a more elaborate report. ' '

Rock-Toxs ar Guarx Kurs. 12 May, 1926.

_ A double tomh was surveyed in a field at Ghain Klieb. The square shaft was ™
full of rubbish which, on clearing, showed that both sealing slabs were wanting.

Two of the walls of the shalt were pierced by a square entrance to a rectangular
chamber, one.on the SV, and one on the S.K. side; the latter chamber was full of
Tubbish and contained no archaeological material, Tho other chamber was half full of
soil on clearing which an une\pected mass of tomb’ furniture was revealed. The tomb
had, evidently, heen opened before but not cleared by the finder. The following
'oblects were obtained, 12 saucer-shaped Phoenieian lamps, one round spouted L’ump :
of a Carthaginian. type and onered Roman lamp bearing a stamp of the late Lst Century
AD. (IVMVS Draco); 12 saucers, 1 broken wnochoe, 4 aryballi, 1 trefoil-lipped jug
"3 alabastri of various shapes, 2 deep cups, 2 ﬂa,sl\s and a fragment of a red tlle
Besides- nunerous {ragments of other potten, 8 glass un"uentanm (tear bottles) were
obtained in a fair condition.

Not far from the group of .tombs just degeribed, a second shaft was uncovered
which, when cleared of the stones that {filled it up, was found to have two chambers
connected with it. The one to the west was empty of archaeological material but a
strong slab still guarded the entrunce of the eastern one.

The shaft was 13 ft. deep, 9 ft. long and about 3 ft, wide.
The rifled chamber was about 7 fi. long, 44 ft. wide at the back dnd 5 ft hwh

The second chamber was untouched, the disarrangement of its contents being due
to the yearly 1‘100(1111‘@,r by rain water that brought with it a conmdemble amount of _
silt, ;

There was only one body interred, lying across the floor with the heml to the
east. Some of the bones were broken and seattered about by the action of waler,
A large clay amphora lay alongside the body. A heavy Dbilychnes lamp with sooty -
lips was still in its lamphole in “the wall,

Thig tomb, containing a single Dburial, showed us what at this peuod they had,
~as tombh farniture: one large 'mehom one trefoil-lipped jug, one round plate, with
delicate handles and o lamp. : :

- The chamber was of the simplest LleSCI‘thlOll with hammer- (1[‘03‘3“[1 walls, The‘
entrance was 2 ft. square with a front wall 4 ft. side' and a back wall of 6 ft. wide,

‘the length of the chamber was -7 feet; the lamphole, on the right wall, a couple of

feet from the entrance, bemtr cut at J feet above the ground.

Rocx-tosn At Gozo,

"A 1ock cul ‘grave was broken into whilst cutting rock fm ihe road leqdmﬂ to the
" new igolation hospital at Ta Librag or Tal Forkiet at Gozo.

On the 20th of July the tomb was t.mve)etl with the hdp oi Prof R. V.
Galea, ML.a, L8 & A

- The 10(,k in which the grave was cut is so soft and fuable (1‘011)&42) that what
we could see was only amass of hard earth mixed with fragments of hone and pottery.
‘With great care, 7 small jars, 6 saucers, a small nor} (h:,c 2. copper rings, 2 coppu. ;
- earrings and one thm silver wire ring were obtained. .. ‘

Rock-Toyn At / ULRTLQ.

In Auwuc_;t a rock tomb was accidentally met with during some drainage work at
Zurrico in Strada St. Androa close to the Safi nill, -

Surveyed on the 6th of the same month, the tomb was found to he about 8 fi,
under the road. surface; its orizinal entrance “ as close to the wall of {he mill, durmﬂ‘ .
the original coustruction of whn:h the. tomb was first opened and rifled. '

This tomb is Jinteresting for its peculiar stroeture, - A shaft ahout 5 it deep led
‘o a gallery about 12 ft. Iouw, and 5 ft. deep at its muldle pmtmn At the end of this -
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. On the 18th October, the cleaning of this catacomb was takeﬁ in hand. Behind the

trees growi int front of ‘theéntrance, and ' the  heaps’of “stones: that filled up.every
corner of the placé ‘these catacombs <‘disappeared: . On :-clearing. the’. front of the
main entrance, four wide “steps .IWere"11'ncqveréd'Ett a distance of 9-1t."95in. from the®
same. The-heap. of stone to the left of the ‘entrance was removed when ‘it- was found

that the wall of ‘the side chapel; with the- painted scene of the Crucifixion, had ‘been
completely, destroyed. Beyondthe entrance, the spacious hall vas cléared of, the caked
soil that ‘Govered it, when six rectangular graves were found hewn in’the’ rock!’ These -
were full of stones and .rubbish and-contained no archaeological material. . The soil in '
. front of the whole focky lédge was’ removed when . other caves and a: carefully cut.
catacomb avas. found on the _extreme- right. of the platforim-a few feet below  the level.
of the field. "'+ " T T e T Cagp e sk g e
. The work had to be stopped for want of funds . but many "important facts were
discovered during the few days of the excavation. This catacomb was assuredly:ihe -
best and. the richest monument of early Christian worship in these islands, for it has
been proved that the walls of the numerous tombs were. originally . covered with-
‘marbleslalj)s. ) ' , LG B R BE o B - BRE
PO N fuiT AR - . LN o i Fan B o
-1Tt is hoped that further-investigation will bring to light other important informa-. .
tion.pbout this monumenti' -ivoniss o 3 vete o leed e 8 et B el
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* The 'follbwiﬁg 6bjécté were presented totzlelj\iluseum——- g _ %,
L. J. Upton Way, Esq, FSA.—One’ coloured lithograph of Queen’s Square,
‘Vallettiﬁ“i'i' [N ST NS KT HTR el Y oand o) v o o vt i 5_,"'_‘_'}.,@:\1”.;., . ‘;"","..'A‘
Ed. Gouder, Esq—One old. brass seal. sl i ol il i
, Miss Murray, F.S.A. (London)-—8ix; Chinesp paintings reproduced by the British
Museum. ol i i ¢ T Ay
Han. Seiclona, Esq, LP., on behalf of Count M. de Pierdon—2 bronze ;i{édals.

_ Chev, Henry Zarb—Miniature of* Nicold' Isouard?’ = fei Papt 0 o 2
J. Adant Esq:—Two ‘gourds (Bread fruit)'from. Western Australia, *
Charlés' Giacomotto, Esq.—Two' mounted* pliotographs-=Malta' viéys,
Gius®"Magro, P.C.—O0i1é" coin ‘of Perellos, "> =¥ S e s
Enrico, Calleja, Esq., P.A.A.—Remains of an old stone window. .
, + The 'Most Noble Fr. Shnt ' Cassia=One"limestone slab_with Hehrew inseription,
. part of one fluted marble column, two small marble® capitals, ‘4Hd “a* fragmentof* a
big stalactife>” - O T T
The -hon. the Supt. of Public Works—One stone coat of arms of Perellos, from

- -Salina‘ Bay-‘h'”'.( g i 7T . ya [ ..,‘{4;; (“-_,:l :| . '\:"jh:_;::'i:) .:,’ i
Rev. Lorenzo Scicluna—2 old silk waistcoats, 1 silk and 1 cotton jacket, 1 piece
fossilized woods" - re Ty o TR el Ly A8 Shogeald B

sl Giuss@avina, Hsq., MD, (through Surg. Lieat. Flynn, M.D)—1 bow and 2 arrows
from Brifish’ Guitif: ¢ W How 2 anuitib oo sibiee edh ss bk T THSIT i S
Rev. Raph. Pace—2 copies “Ordo récitandi D.0."°1764-1792. .~ "~ .~ -
FaX:Page,: Esq—One:eld: Spanisheclipped jeoine o safe me = 0
~ RevisCan: S Tartagline—lyaigiature -of {Teresa Xara. = - -
Rev. Ant. Cachia ~ Pagella of Ordination by Bishop Gori Maneini.
Lient by Vin. Bonello,, Esq—One; epgraved portrait of silcxander Ball,
R N N it Bogons i md e P P o
Reports and other publications received:— = - i
Colchester Museum-—Annual Report, 1926. .
Royal OntarioxMuseum of Archaeology-—Bulletin, July 1926.
~ “Ynstitute:Oswaldo Cruz-Manguinhos—1926, fase. I & IL ;
- Hi Udsdlani,” Bsd Iﬁlf.B.l?:.”—fl‘lzelnort on Emigration & unemployment 1926,
CProf! Raff, Batfaghia=THesté“=(1) Selci e ossa paleolitiche della Cayerna Pocala. -
‘ (2) Su qualche selce lavorata della Gefara, 1925.
McGill University—Montreal—Six years at MeGill, by the Principal
Rev. Pére Delattre—Carthage — Quelques nouvelles trouvailles 1925-26.
His Grace Bishop Tonizza —Tripoli—(1) La missione Francescana in Libia.
: ; (2) Tripoli dal 1510 al 1810,

r
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. %, ‘At Dweira, whilst breaking ground for the.planting. of vines, a farmer came acros

i
in !l";.-“‘ AT 4 fvorn fqe: t.‘j_“:r = EPREY I i } e F‘._-r_‘: "5-(!?:-'_ bEost gy \SJ;’_('ﬂ‘!i_r.,_c

- gallery, rledgte.;fdf.'.rolc'.k‘, A ft.owidey: wa:s-l‘élfly.dﬁ which level a sq{.iare entrance was found -

to. an - elliptical. chamber - 7-feet: longsandiabout 4 ft. wide, with a head-rest at one of

“the ends for the body that had to lay in it. |, ooy o0 Joiinlos sy st gy
.. Fragments of late Roman, pottery :were obtained from: thes soil that filled the tomb,

a shallow plate of red ware, and ared lamp of about. the 2nd century A.D.

ey T
e T Boom sl % Roox-ToMs., AT, NIGRET. ” s
.:1 During. the same month the Police of: Zurrico ® reported the -accidental -opening ! of

voodoany bt vl

- - another,rock-tomb at. Nigret «in : a- - field: called - Tax-ratha. The itomb-was full:ofia
thick red soil which had to be removed with much trouble. " On:the  17th August,the
A

i
used afterwards

place was surveyed. It was a tomb completely rifled ages ago an
b a‘-"wat’:erigl.stg‘n‘: O R dre ST MEE 0 N PR N Mo o st SOg WG QROH AR
.+ It consists of ashaft.about 7.1t deep,- 4§ ft..wide,- and about 9t long, covered
Dby~ &, number.of slabs. resting on two:small arches, constructed at a distaned . of -about

3..feet from: each .other.:: The shaft has:a -N.E-SIV. direction. At ~one of tha-ends:a =
small chamber with a deeply. concave ceiling -and, about 3 feet: deepyris somewhat

irregularly cut. On the N.E. side, an elliptical chamber rwas hewn in.the rock, about

‘8 ft. long, G ft. wide, .and nearly 4 ft. high. at the-entrance, the: ceiling curving ~down

gradually to form’ a.well formed rvault. . No. archaeclogical . material was obtained -but,
the: shape of the tomb was worth noting. The field must have. been .in old .time,

rised as 4 burial place. for a considerable village, for. all round the. field:, the high ledge :

of -rock is honeyconibed with cavities now used for the storage of implements ete., but
originally intended for graves. B : :
. . ) ; : ‘ '
., Rogr-royss AT, DWEIRA.

vk

sl
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o tomb., Informed of the fact, I inspected the place on sthe 22nd September. (The, site
is known.as Tx-zaghra, fhear Gnien-Tz-Xiel. /I'he tomb consisted of .a ,rectahgular
chaft about 7 ft. long, 3 ft. wide, and 7 it. deep, cut in:N.E, SW. direction: At the
S.W. end, a rectangular chamber was ecut with a ‘concave ceiling, 8 ft.long, b it. wide,

with a reetangular.trench; about '1 ft. deép, that-from the entrance extended to about

6 {t. inwards. = A ;lamp .holg.'-qvas-cut in the-back wall.fs o o g e - fib 1 g
4w “*The archieological niaterial ivas' handled by the -farner “héfore ‘my-arrival but,

‘probably, nothing was missing. There were bones of at least G individuals‘and -four

complete skulls:.of adultsiwere"taken' to: thes Museuhy: for': furthersiilvéstigation.« The
followingiobjects wiére obtained : onsclargé clay amphora ofthe usual type, 6 einerary
wms;»3~trefoililipped cetiochees, 12 large « flasks *(aryballi) and-:3  ¢mallt»ones;:13 cups,
12 plates, some of which deep and others flat, 14 lamps of« the 'flati: Pheentcian' type;
one spindle-shaped. inguentarium; . 1-red clay, well,made, situla, 1nglassy square bottle
ayd one glass flask; in all 80 pieces of furniture besides numerous fragments.

ce Adete by omiteaowow oageiben o de b N P L PRSI EE £ (NN Tt NS B G Pttt

. 1A second.rock-tomb wasireported:in the same locality.a few days later. . I.inspected
it on the 25th September. Although not far from.thea:previous torab; (this- one: was:of
a. much earlier_ type.. It was still unopened.but to the great surprise,.of the farmer
and of the archmplogist, there was a_single huria] withoyt the,least trace of furniture,

- _-.-}Ai'i,eirregu_larlyécuﬁf-'psemic-imuldr:.éhaft,:, about. 5 ft. deep, was: 6.4t widesat: the:face

" of the rock,.againstr which ‘a.large slab-was still standing.!~The chamberjwasg circular,
~ about 5 ft. in diameter with a deep trench 2 ft. wide, at right angles fo the entrance;

the ceiling was distinetly curved. The trench at the_entrance turned the back of the
chatber iitota'flat ledgé ‘on *whi¢htthié body was laid;in ‘guch a’ positiont‘that,'in the
course of time, the head had rolled down and was found at the bottom of the trench.

T peddmeind o THO DRET G RR o usd TR T -3 A R ¥ S WP TR “
Rock-toMsy ox!‘mie’ LEFT* oF Tur **TAS-sALIB TOoAD * 10 THE WEST OF

* e s B A “QarLitya’ CLOSE TO|THE TOP OF “NADUR” HILL.
The.site. is. called. Is-sellum Tax-zaghd, '

ot R T o LT T (P i [Iblakts

++ yThese.tombsswere call vopen- and rifledtlong ago;

groups, avhichzitewasowell avorth owhile: toclepr;and SULVRY. st e dirdusal s .

‘27« b Onfithe 9th Novémber thefollotving:tohibr sbas sutveyed: Rectangulae haft 4-ft.
“long by b ft. wide, and 71it. deep in a NE-SW direction. One chambetifon'-tlhié Northern

wall and one on the Western. The Western chamber is irregularly cut, with concave

R A Y S L jrursase.

%.A't}x:a}tyzformed,' however, important-
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. -ceiling, about 2 ft, high, and 7 ft. ‘long; 5 ft. wide ut its castern end, for a length of
“41t, and gradually restricted to an acute angle at the other end. No- trench, no lamp-~ -

hole; walls and floor roughly cut. Chamber full of soil from which bones of an adult
individual were collected. . No pottery. - : - s

- "~ The Western chamber is semieircular in shape with curved ceiling and a . trench

across the floor at right angles to the entrance. Front wall 6 - wide, depth of chamber

~about 4 ft. the semicircular ledge on which the body had to be laid was 3% ft, wide

by 6 ft. longz. The bones of an adult- skeleton  were examined, fragments of Punic
pottery met with, the largest being those of an enochoe and of a plate. A fine

Dbilychues Phoenician lamp of an exceptional thickness was also ‘obtained " from - this

early type of rock-tomb. : &

b) Another tomb was cleared in the same district on the 15th November. It was
an early tomb with a small rectangular shaft, 54 by 3} and 54 ft. deep and a roughly
oval chamber 6 ft. long by 4 wide in the middle, with curved ceiling, about 3 ft, high
at the entrance. Shaft and chamber full of red soil from which fragment of human

. bones, a large flat "bilychnes lamp, a clay unguentarium and some potsherds were

recovered. The entranco to the chamber had a NE. aspect. - Ll : :

c) ‘A second tomb, cleared on the same day, at the same site, was very similar to .
the first one. The shaft was semicircular in shape, 6 ft. wide at the face of the rock,
3} ft. wide ‘at its central portion and about 6 ft. deep. The chamber, with a SE;

- aspect, was still protected by a large slab on end broken for about one half of its -

height. The chamber was circular, 5 ft. in diameter with a curved .ceiling and a height
of 2ft. at the square entrance. Fragments of hwman - bones and of Punie potsherds
were obtained from the red soil that filled this tomb. . : i

d) A third tomb, irregularly cut, but of the same early type of the two mentioned -
above, was cleared on the same day. The oval chamber, 7 it. long with an average.
width of 61ft. and a maximum height of 3 ¥ It had a square entrance with a SE.
aspect, 3 ft. each side. The shaft, irregular and quadrangular, was on the average 7 ft,

- long by 6ft. wide with a depth of 6 ft. Small fragments of bounes and pottery were
.. obtained from t-hga soil that filled this tomb. o ' Tt S

Higher up in the same distriet, nearer to’ Nadur on the plateau known as “Jx-
xaghra ta Ghattuqa” other tombs were cleared in November. They were all rifled and
very little material ‘was obtained from them. Some of their shapes, however, were of -
peculiar interest. ' ' '

- €) The [irst tomb cleared had a SE by E aspect. The shaft was b {t. deep, 6 ft. long
and 3¢ ft. wide. © Along the eastern wall a few steps were cut. - The circular chamber
with a barrel-shaped vault was 7 ft. long, ‘Fragments of bones and of Punic sherds
were obtained from the soil that filled the tomb. ' : i

. B A second tomb with a S.E. aspect had the same features as the last one described.
Rectangular shaft 7 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, 4 ft. deep. Chamber circular with curved ceiling
about 7 ft. long, with a shallow trench at the entrance extending, at right angles
to the same, to the eastern wall for a distance of 4 feet. A few potsherds and a
small cup were recovered from the soil. : - e :

@) A double tomb was surveyed on the 20th Sepfember, in the same district. It
was full of red soil and contained only fragments of bones and pottery, A minute

- search, however, brought to light a most Jnteresting big*flat Phoenician lamp, scarce

in our collection, and & silver ring of which the bezel, undoubtedly ‘a signet, is ‘
wanting. - - : BooE i

The shaft of the tombs lies in a.‘NE.—'—'-S.'W. direction with a f'unereal"chamber at
each end;. it is rectangular, 74 ft. long, 4 ft. wide, and about 4 ft, deep at the S.WV,
end but over 51t. at the other end. The western chamber is roughly triangular in

shape with a curved base on the side of the entrance about 7 It. long, the ' northern-

- . side, in a line with the side of the shaft, makes an angle with the other side, both

being 7 ft. long. The ceiling of the chamber is flat and 3 {t. above the floor. . Along the
northern wall, a ledge of the rock 2 ft. wide, juts out as a bed on which the body
was probably stretched. The eastern chamber is more regular, it is rectangular in

' front, with rounded angles at the back, about G ft. long, 3% ft. wide, and 3 feet high.

A ‘stone bench, similar to that of the other chamber, is cut along the whole side of

‘the northern wall. -
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h) Another tomb, ‘not far from those just described, has the peculiarity of having the -
- chamber not at right angles but parallel to”the main axis of the shaft. The entrance
fo it is cut in the N.E. corner of a rectangular shaft about 8 it. long, 44 ft. wide and
"Bt deep, in a NW. direction. - Tiwo steps are cut in its northern angle and, in its
middle, .the floor shows a bulge of ‘the rock left uncut for about 4 feet at,a height.
of & ft. From a rectangular entrance, about 3 ft. high and 2 ft. wide, the chamber,
*elliptical in plan and barrel-shaped in section, is_reached, Its length is just over G ft..
and its width at the middle part is not 3 ft.; the-height at the entrance is just over
9t Both shaft and chamber were full of soil, but ifragments of bones- and pottery
were obtained on sifting with care. A most interesting bilychnes lamp, thick and
‘clumsy, resting on a flat base, was obtained whole from the debris. It is a rare speci--
men of this type of.lamp. B L , 8 : :
o -

Rock-toun AT, Conar, _

" Tn December 1926, whilst cutting the rock for the foundation of a new Govt.
* School at C. Curmi (Tal Hammieri district) a rock-tomb  was broken into. Although
the upper portion of the tomb had already disappeared, it was clear that it was of"
an early type with a round shaft and an oval chamber, Cleared of the stones and
soil, a circular shaft 6 ft. in, diameter, b ft.- deep, and with concave - walls, - appeared
clearly in front of a small oblong chamber, at right. angles to the shaft, 6 ft. long-
and 34 ft. wide, at its middle portion. ' The entrance was in the southern wall of the
shaft about 2 ft.. from the bottom. Evidently the tomb was rifled -much before it was
broken but on a strict examination interesting potsherds were recovered of a thick ware
with a red slip, resembling pottery of the Bronze Age period. In the chamber, fragments L/
of bones of a young adult were recognized, and in tho shaft, bones of a sheep or goat..

" A few feet from the tomb just described,” another one was broken into on the 2nd
Deecember. This was of the silos or pear shape type, with an opening flush with the- Vv
rock surface (about 2 1t. in diameter) a depth of 54 feet, and a base diameter of about. . =
5 feet. This tomb contained no archeeological material. . . g i

‘Rook-Tosn at “Niozer” (Rapat) 1o THE NORTH OF THE LUNZIATA DISTRICT SOUTIL K
g oF THE FaRM “Tas-SALvaTUR’.. (3rd Decemnber 1926). - b
~ This tomb, accidentally opened by the. farmer, under a ledge of. rock in his field,
proved of great interest both for ifs shape and its contents. A shaft just beyond the-
rock face, barely 3 1t. wide at the top and 4 ft. deep, is cylindrical in shape. In its
castern wall a square entrance, 2 1t. high, opens at the: bottom. leading into a barrel -
_shaped space with a floor diameter of about 5 feet and walls about 4 it. high. At’-
a height of about 2 {t. from the floor the cave is dug out for a further depth of 4 ft.
with’ a height of about 3 ft. at its entrance, the ceiling curving down rapidly at the -
pack. A distinct ridge in front of this internal cave -allows for. the disposal of the
body, flat on its back, with a little ‘step to the South on which the head could be
supported. Above the head-rest a Jamphole was cut in the wall, and on the northernsy
end of the platform a hole was dug in-which a jar was found standing. The lamphole .
had still its sooty lamp én sitw. The farmer had removed both bones and pottery
when we arrived on the spot but.he explained ‘that the bones were on the platform.
and the pottery in the first cave after the entrance. One clay. taited amphora, one.
" large double-handled jar,. two jugs, one plate and a flat bilychnes lamp was consigned
by the fatmer who later on brought -us also. two heavy tin rings: one of which
. with Egyptian scarabi and inseription ‘on the bezel.. The tomh and the pottery are of
an early type. Miss M. Murray, r.s.a., of University College, London, who examined.
{he ring, reported that the ring is an Egyptian one and bears the name. of “Sebek-
Hetep” of the 13th Dynasty. o : _ e : s |

‘ , ‘ROCK-TO'MB AT ‘.“TALHHORB.”. :
On the 20th of . December, a tomb was accidentally discovered at “Tal Horr”, in the-

tands of the Addolorata’Cemetery. Whilst digging for the construction of a modern
grave, the workmen got into the shaft of a pagan rock-tomb of the late period. &

" The. shaft was quadrangular, about 8% ft. long and b it. wide, with . three rough
steps cut in its eastern wall; its depth was about 10 ft.
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At its B W. side, a square entrance (3 ft. higlﬁ was found at the wvestern ‘corner,
covered completely' by alarge stone slab,"ior’, the removalof which -a rectangular_
chamber wag found ‘with straight ‘walls, ‘G {t. long,” about b ft, wide.and 4 ft. high,- with
a*flat: ceiling. ! Beyond ;1 ft."from the' entrance, a trench 11t deep' and 'as much wide,-
was :dug out for-the length of 3ft. A .Jamphole was cut on the, eastern: wall” about
I'ft. from its S.E. upper “arigle.* The bOnés,of;t\vo_ bodies could be distinguished, The
following- Dits of* furniture were obtained : 2.cinerary, umns of the usual Maltese type,
2-large’ water amphore, 1'thick flat bilychnes lamp, 1- clayplate, 2 trefoil-lipped jugs,.
and *1 spherical flask” (aryballum).”: . =7 =~ B o BBt & g

‘ """ 'Rock-TomMB AT Mrarra, &

The last rock-tomb found 'during “‘the" fifiancial year was, possibly, the nost.
important of the series. - A A i

The farmer of the lands called Is-sandar diccovered a tomb, with its sealing slab
still én sitw, cut in the face of theriorthern rockyside of the Mtarfa hill. T was present
at-the opening of the.tomb ‘which wasi untouched. .- There was noishaft, ‘the-chamber
being, eut in -the face of the rock. The slab, .covered -the entrance completely and stood -
on: a-ledge of :the :projecting .rock.. On:removing the ‘slab-a:vaulted rentrance appeared:
24 1t. high.and 14 {t. svideial the base. i+As the chambel was free from <oil it appeared/
neatand.- clear: with, all:. the: contents . standing: out::against. the. white ivalls. Two:
amphorae-stood on-the:left.and the .floor was strcwn;cuﬁth\=undamhged_’p0ttéry.?"l‘A- _

i ,’:_-_ it i? [

_ cineraryjurn .on, the -right was.broken. but the fragments were -piled -up:in ‘a heap. "«

“1v/The “floor of ‘the ‘tdinb “wis ‘eiichlar Witha, ﬂiame-téf*'ofatb'ﬂ&'élf ‘84 ft; the 1dof was’
vaulted;. cutving . rapidly+beyond the- entranés; “The following'furniture "wad recovered:
two-large:. water ‘ampHorae, - 3.: trefoil:lipped +jugs, *one’ “flask, 'one large ‘elay, dish- and

~severdl ‘smaller ones, ‘whole and: fragmentary, * 3+ cups’ withhandles,one clay’ bowl and'

One.very 1finm,proto,~00rinthia.n.acup;u;It,\-is,=efvident,."-that;tl;'e tomb! was intended for the .
burial- of, cinerary yurns. andiised.. on several.oceasions. s The .ﬂoortxwasIstrewn*-with‘-i
incinerated;-bones, but:¢he pnly :cinerary. urn-found :was: broken, = & SR Skt DA

Two objects, new to our colleétion; Wére 3tnd in* thi¥*tdmb. These were dishes
on a base with a conical stand in the centre not unlike a modern candlestick. Such
objects are reported to have heen met with ir ,‘tombs_ip_.Qanaag,rin,Pq[egtine:_‘“ &

j &
4
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( e 7 Rowax “';ai;:n'r'ar}is'."‘ R R ‘
On the 28th July 1926, my attei{tici whs' diwn to a site in a field on the road ,
kirld 0f cisteri: frdni!;\_#ﬂidh,'uhixed_with‘a'slimy deposit; he drew -ty ‘fragrhents; of Roman '
glass, ‘pottery; murble: slibis,tiles]’ ete,, ~and a*éé:oén"bf'Trajanusi'-,l(SQ-'];.l'?"A'.D.)"f “From.

" which'1frome utMarrod leads up: to’ Wardia, ~The farmer of “this* field chme across; '

thiese remains: andifiom some stities eroppingi'up in the: field* it ¢° evident that 3 Rofhan

Villa: existed isomewhere. in+the*neighbourhood.:~ Thé-intene vultivation: v tHe field'on

thlislope'xofthat hilli has's catised--evbry.~ trace *of *the: Roman- bailding 16 ‘t*;dmpletél‘}y g
disappear; “Thé) owierof the v field;~Mr. Matrenza, ‘very'kindly put’ the * field’ atmy
disposal<in case Iirequired to: miike fukthefinvestigations. eyl T WLEY LR

bt s R S TIRSE A N TR S R L TR T A ‘ "

‘Rouan Caracomp ar Rapar,

During some work in'a fild¥at "Hal-Bffjaia’(Sqaq tal Midhna or Tax-xatha),

T \F I I |

Vipmery

st'eps utlin the'rock-tvere “répotted to tne. " On‘the 8th of ;November, I.inSpected the =

place and “difbetedvithe seleaning of the-shaft when *dn" uilfinish;ad‘,_cé_,tzic.o;nb};‘w&'s i
dibeovered! - Fourtsfeps” cutin the irock*led down to: 3 platform 33 ft7 square at, a'depth .

- ofibE At imder-the surface of “the “field: i A “high “:threshold. 2 ft"; wide marked; the

entrance tod-lovher corridor 3 ft: below'it, ‘Yedched by déscehding o -stepst:This

corridorsavhs 14 ft.-long;~74 ft*high ahd 4 ft. wides:In' ond"of ths walls, .an Arcosoliim;
wastHeginning’t6 e feut s ¥ 'chord 'of a® ciréle with a'5 ft” bage ‘and 2.ft, high. having, .
been already hewn in the rock. At this point, the work had' ceased but' so far it had
proceeded with great care and-accuracy. The site had to be filled up and covered
over again, e A S AT TN ' ‘

Gt .+ Tue Caracomss oF THE “ABATiA map-DERT, T ., :
The site known as Tid-deir at Rabat, described *and” {lustiated by Dr. A. A, Caruang, -

in his “Aneient Pagan "Tombs and Chiistiah Cemeteries in Malta [1898]", was, agquired
by the GbvernmeRt in- ofde ' .re

r to ‘hube it' preserved ind eventiially stuiligd snd ‘restpred.y
) I} A L i TlT“: g !.J-- oy Sniiaral® g G %5 ‘. et

Ea Vi gt i I3
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Drs. Favilli & Lusena—Firenze—9 brochures on bacteriological subjects. -

Renato Bartoccini-—Edifici dinteresse Archeologico di Tripoli, 1926.

H. H. Brindley (through Miss Murray)—A Bronze Age anchor.

Prof. Mauceri—Pittori seicentisti del Museo di Messina. ‘

1 - Societd Piemontese di Archeologia e Belle Arti—Fascicolo 8-4 anno X,
American Museum Natural History—57th Annual Report, 19235, ‘ '

- Major H. A. Balbi, MBE—Discours sur l'étude de Il'histoire des Chevaliers

Hospitaliers, 1927. . _ ‘
Institute Pasteur de Tunis—Archives Tome XVI, No. 1, 1927,

* - Auckland Institute & Museum—Annual Report, 1926-27. _ , _ _

James H. Hyde Esq., Paris—The four parts of the world as represented in'old-- .

time pageants and ballets, 1927. s 2 f e T
Dr. Ant. Tonelli—Torino—Grammatica " e Glossario della lingua degli Ona-

-Belknam, 1927, ; : X 3 :

“Acquired for the Museum:— . : _ |
Cast of Napoleon’s face. Model of old Maltese barge. Four pairs shoes 18th century..
Seven waistcoats 18th century. 9 old coins.. One sword 16th century, 8 prints and

. sketches; and the following books:—Ravioli, La Gigantea 1870; Resforation of Anti--

quities, B. Museum; Legey, Hssai de Folkore Marocain; Contenan, La Civilisation
‘Phénicienne; Bertillon et Chervin, Anthropologie métrique; De Puniagua, La Civilisation
néolithique; Rose, Primitive culture in Italy; Dudley Buxton, Primitive Labour; D..
Garrod, Upper - paleolithic Age in Great Britain; A. Machin, The Ascent of man;
N. Jorga, Synthése de lhistoire de Ihumanité, :

* The following is the list of visitors to the Valletta Museum and the other sites.

controlled by this Departinent:— .

 Admittance during the Financial Year.

Valletta Museum:— _ . . -
- Free on Sundays and Saturdays (May to Sept) and by special

students’ ticket o vy C e 4,793
On Week days at Od. per ticket...” ... .~ .., " . .. 2570

On Saturdays at 3d. per ticket ... .. .. cae D e 472

o |  Total No, of visitors © ... 7,835
" Roman Villa Museum, Rabat:— ’ e g

~Admission by payment (3d.) oy e PORRLS BEG
St. Paul's Catacombs, Rabat:— T T T T

Admission by payment (3d) ... w50 e GUE
Hal-Saflieni Hypogeum:— . , , LI L

Admission by payment (6d) = ... . ; ; © e 2460

 Free tickets were given during the year to classes of. various schools and colleges. .
under the guidance . of their teachers or directors, as well as to parties of foreign..
institutions when led by a responsible director. EEm ey RSN T

Students’ tickets are also granted to bonafide students of our“ant’iqﬁities-'éither"

. for cne visit or for one whole year, the ticket being renewable-at the request of the-

holder. T ; o L
It is evident that the Museum Departiment is being alppreéiz_Lted ]oy the public and.

it will be much more so in a near future when catalogues will -be” available and guide-

books written on the various subjeets, . * oy n ot W e

e

- TrEn. ZQDIIT,' :
. Director of the Museum ..
" and Curator of the Archaeolog_ical Section..
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APPENDIX A.

. Report of the Curator of the Mlnera_logicalland cry_stallographicai Section.

Tne Musevy,
“37th May, 1997

Referring to my last report of the 4th October 1926, T beg to state that all the specimens filling tl;e~

_showeases large and small, are now all propetly numbered and the formation of the catalogue is being

attended to at the rate of between 10 to 12 specimens per diem,
Owing to new acquisitions and to new presents made to my section, new showeaces are necessary and

_should be provided. )

I am also pleased to report a fair continuation of donations as hereunder noted.

Jtis to be regretted that the origin of quite a number of specimens, given to the section, is unknown
but that cannot be helped and the absence of such qualification is no reason for refusing a donation which-

is always welcome in such a collection which is universal in nature dnd destination.

! DONATIONS.
1927

‘-January grd ... 1 [Ialf Quartz Geode, with Amethyst XIs: of origin unknown.

1 Piece of Actinolite, of un: or:
1 Piece of Quartz with White Xls:, of un: or:-
Ono full Geode of Quartz, equally of un: or: .
. : The _nboyé four specimens were presented by Mr. Emmanuele Xerri, s 73
do.  13th ... 2 Marble Specimens properly cut and polished, of un: or;, presented by Mr. Luigi Schembri.

do.. 26th..1 P{ieca of rock covered on one side with massive sulphur and on_the other side with fine
Xl of Sulphur, from Solfatara di Napoli, presented by Chev. John Ellis.

: February; 4th ... 1 fine specimen of Tirites, of un:'or; presented by Mr, Costanzo Busuttil.

do. 5th ..

One sreoimen of fossilized woeod from Egypt presented by The Rev. Don Lawrence

W _ Scicluna of Casal Asiacl. . : .

do. -95th ... 1 piece of emerald Rock with a fine emerald attached from lledjaz, presented by Capt.
o W. . Gatt, A.D.C.. : . - _ :

do.  25th ... 1 piece of rock with a curious natural but superficial bluish coat, presented by Irof. T

- Yammit, C.M.G., M.D,, D.Litt. (Oxen), from Mnaidra, Malta. .

do..- 26th ... 1 piece of Calcite, var: Stallactitic, found at Benjemma, Malta, presented by the afore-~

~ mentioned Capt. W. R. Gatt, ADC
April. 3d . 1 Lalf pebble with shining mica of un: or: presented by Mr. Emmanuele Xerri.
‘da. Oth ... 8 piel({zes of Acqua-Marine, found in Catta's Jewels, presented by Mrs. Philip Calleja, origin
: unknown. =y : : .

| do.. 8th,..T ciifﬁerent pieces of ICu_t and polisﬁed marbles from Gozo, presented by (ﬁapt. W, R. Gatt,

do.  10th ... 1 big piece of Calcite, var: Stallactitic, of un: or, presented Ly Mr. Edward Schembr,

through Prof. J. Despott, M.B.E, C.M.Z.S, M.B.O.U.

3 Petrified Nautilus Shells, found at the Marsa School excavations, presented by Dr. ..

Laferla and handed over to P'rof. J. Despott's Section.
May . 17th ... 2 fine ieces of rocks with miea, of un: or:, prasented by Mr. Antonio Galea of No. 147, Via
= : - Boschetto, Rabato. = w o : ;

) 1 piece of marble from the excavations of Laeptis Magna from Tripoli, Africa.
de. 188" 1 piece of Calcite of Stallagmitic formation, polished and cut as paper-weight, of un: or:
T 2 round cut and polished Faper—welghts of brown and roze rocl, from Oregon, all the four
iy presented by Capt. W. L. Gatt, AD.C. : = -
. do. 80th ... Fragments that constitute one whole Nautilus, found at Tal Ilorr Addolorata Cemetry,

resented by Carmelo Mallia, Esq, I.S. & A, and handed over to Prof. J. Despott’s

lection. ~ 7. - 5
I should also add, that along with these donations [ have aequired one very fine Quartz Geode with a
hole properly cut for seeing its wonderful interior formation, to see which, however, an interior electric

Dulb should be fixed, The origin of this Geode is again unknown. Other acguisitions consist in quite &

number of new specimens found at my Ilouse at Tera, Constantinople, along with a whole collection of 145
minerals and roeks from Canada and tho foregoing will be added to my section when the Government will
_please to provide the necessary show-cases. s %

This set will be duly deseribed in the next report, "
I have &c,
7 . e : Lewis I\ Mizzr,
3 L T fie , &R F =B Curator of the Mineralogical
; : : and Crystallographical Section. ..

- i L=
~The Dircctor of the Museum.

A
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, APPENDIX B, _
AnerTerbydopgr . by NI MR L TR TRPSY o tote e ane s
Report of the Curator of the Natural History Section,

Tne Muskyag,
prt 24th August, 1927,

.-Sirl w8 B e -:.‘. SR e et LR 1 R iaal
i~ I'have the honour to submit the report on the working of the Natural History Section of the Museum
for the financial year 1926-27, O U BT e e .

B e Sl T Y, e R0 BARTIR FISEURE. & oo o it e 5 o g s

The exploration of the pleistocene deposits in g, deep fissure in_the quarry known a5 “Tl barriera "tal
Faceiol” at “Ta Gandia” district to the north west of Micabiba, was continyed ‘during the périod under
review and a plentiful: and interesting Taterial was obtained therefrom, especially during the summer
and autumn of 1926, it consisted chiefly of the following: remainsi— ., . - i R AR R —

1. Deer (Cervus elq hus vay, barbarus) A large number 6f'high1jr"1nirjeralized bones in a very good
state of preservation, be onzing to animals in their varions stages of growth,

2. Fox (canis vilpes var,?) Bones also in. a perfect state of mineralization and mostly very well
preserved, belonging to a distinot variety of the common fox, were also obtained rather plentifully “shose-
ing very clearly” that this carnivor was rather common during that period.- It is perhaps important to
note that though the fossil remains of the fox have already been met with in Malta ‘they were never as
p]entifulasinthislocality. ’ g e TR gt 4 s

In 1919, Miss Dorothen Bate, of the South Kensington Museum, to ‘whomT had sent similar specimens for
identification expressed the opinion that they. belonged to o, varjet ¥ of a fox smaller thap that now living
in Sardinia known as V. dehnusae and probably approximating in size . nilotica. . . .-

- 8. Other small mammals, Remains of small mammals in the same state of foésilization were also
collected. . These, however, have not yet been Identified, g G e s oy g
4 Toad f{tprobél,bly_ﬂufb‘ viridis) “A large number of limh ‘bones and also some vertebrae of this batra~
chian in a perféctly mineralized condition were likewise collected, Of course, I need kardly state that no
toad is nowada}’s. found living in these Islands ;. L S ks g TR i * ;“-d“:' i
sraf ’I‘orfoise"{gwobably Tesmda'd'qraec&z) ‘Equally 'minerilized Temainy of d"tdfi_:oi?s_'e"-’xveref-"Sparingly met
with showing that the animal lived here during "the period: It s fmp‘orﬁant‘pei*haps to point out that
“To tortoises are to be met with to-day in Malta in a wild state, but they are only. kept.in eénfinement jn
some gardens where they also re rodice themselves, -Specimens.are nlso imported, almost annually, from
several countries hordering thel\editermneap. * Bomr mesuite . g RN i

i . e gL N o .. L GHAR DALAM." 2 o AEEI o e i

T Tha difgging of & trench'at the month of Ghar-Dalam was takén in hand on the 22nd Mareh 1997 with
the main object of I; ying a solid foundation for t 1e railings intended to guard this most important site
which hag been- ealled by SirArthur Keith g Pleistocene palace of Knossos™. It is, no doubt, one of the
riChest1 Plel.?tb.('eﬁﬁ'depQSltS knOWll.-‘.‘f e e TR PR B B ke o vei sk

%

vy

ad ¥
Consistently withi"the practice followed by me when making similar excaviitions, the work has been
and is still Leing cartied out systematically, Dany specimens are being-loft in situ‘ivhilst othérs are being
preserved forexhibition at tha Museum. "A detaifed report on the trench in question will he published,
Separately, in‘g!uer"r':ourse. 3 L R T TL AT _ :
; f L. +p LEONTOLOGICAL ' COLLECTIONS,
= The following are some of the import{mt additions to thislcollgction;-— ‘
. (@) Tertiary fossils - CRTER T el il bt L —
' LA bortion of the caudal fin and somé vVertelrap of a tunny fish { Thynnus) ina bloek of globigerina,
limestone 'fom, one of the quarries at Casal Luca, presented Ly. Mr. Giovanni Dacutros, : :
2. Three' gastropod shells {nbf yet identified) from the blue globigerina at, “I| Kanfud” in the vicinity
‘ t_af _thag Gmﬁa, Zebrb,ug,r Ppresented by I_’Ijof,‘Alex..SultanaﬂI\I‘.D. S, PG e T i Bl o
. 8. A number of specimens from the greensahd ‘at “FKammieh"‘colIecEecl--by ‘the curator. The most
important, amongst these heing a portion of a-vertebra and a tooth of o cetacean, identified by Miss,Bate
28 probably belonging 49 the geaus Lol SR T St gy CiAe gy
- 4. Portion of a mandible and several tecth of cetacean, also identified by ‘Miss Bate ags probably a
“Squalodon” found by Mr. C. Rizzo P.A.A. .at . Gozo and presented by the:Director of the Museum Prof,
r;[_‘! £ mnmlt}MD, CALG., D.Litt. {Qxon).y , | LR TR FI N 1S PR Prsieognd s saey af
B, s small collection .of specimens from the. lower coralline near Hagiar Kim also presented by
“~Prof. Zammit, shonts s i e oy .,a’:.;.;.ia.;'--uvuilI.-;.TH R e Sa t;_;.-'.':...i.‘ ER R I R b T
" G.' A number of specimens from the greensand of Gneina, and Id-Delli coll
(b) Quaternary fossits : ' e e r Gadinwel wub ot fiie res T
1, Portion of an elephant's tusk and several fragments of bones, L?robablv belonging to an animal of

the same genus (£lephas ?} found in the alluvial depaosits on the “Ta ukana'! road, Attard, pregented by
Contino Teuma Castellettisy + i ‘

2. A number of ’-"aviant»l‘emains_ collected by the curator from various sites of the Maltese pleistocenc

deposits., Amongst;theser the following, which were Identified by Misg Bate, are the most important:

...1). Raven (Corvus corax) A’metacarpus and a distal end of "tibio tarsus, Though this bird figures on
the list of oiir recent species as one of rare oceurrence, this species is an entirely new addition to tho list of
“our fossil birds, : - . P
; ii) Golden eaﬁle {dquila chrysaetus) A proximal end of the right tibio metatatsns, 't The:goldét eafle
15 also included in the list of our recent species as one of Very rare oceurrence and js pow appearing for
the first time amongst our Dleistocene avifauna, "k :

‘To Director of the Museum.
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- iii) Dean gooso (dnser fabilis) Povtion of right femur, curacoid and a second digit. Every' now and
-then one of these geeso makes its appearance in Malla, generally in winter during stormy weather, hut
~thig is the first time that it i3 being recorded as found in our pieistocene deposits. S

iv) Tochard (Fuligula Sferina) An imperfect carpus metacarpus; another of our recent birds whose

~Qcecurrence I very rare in these islands, in fact, so far, only three specimens are recorded as having been
locally observed.” It is now being recorded also for the first time in o fossil state. - .

) v} TRuddy sheldrake {Tadorna casarca). Numerous limb bones. ‘In the list of our recent birds this
- -species figures as one of very rare occurrence, but judging from the guantity of its remains found in our’
pl;eistocene deposits it must have been a fairly common duck durmg that petiod. ’

.- vi) Swan, small (Cygnus sp.?) A distal end of the right tibio tarsus and the proximal end of two
radii. As far as I am aware, this swan has not as yet ever been described and very probably Lelongs to an
-extint species. It is certainly a new addition to the collection of the Museun. : . A

. Othear avian remains were also added (o this collection during the period under review, but they all
belong to species already recorded from our pleistocene deposits. Amongst these, the following are the
“most interesting: ‘ . .

i}" Carrion crow, (eorvus cf. corone) Distal portions of two tibio tarsi. This species Joes not figure
-with our recent birds, it is probably unknown in ¥icily, and is considered to be very rare in central lfaly.
It appears to be sedentary in the northern provinees.  [ts fossil remains have already been met with in the

~pleistocene deposits of Ghar Dalam by Miss Caton Thompsen in 1022, .

ii} Vulture (Gyps sp.) Proximal end of left metatarsus, The only species of the genus on the list of
-our recent birds is the Griffon vulture ((Fyps fulvus) a specimen of which was loeally taken many years ago.
~and is now in our Mnseum. Amongst our fossil species we have the Gyps melitensis of Liddyker, remains
-of which were found in the deposits of Zebbug Cave Ly Spratt—and are now in the British l\{usenm. )

s iti} Swan (Cygnus falconeri) Twelve toe hones and two fragmentary distal portions of two tarsi
~metatarst. - Remains of this extinct species have already heen noted. Spratt collected several specimens
from the pleistocene deposits of Zebbug Cave, which he presented to the Dritish Museum in 1878,
iv) Mute swan (Cygnus musicus). Two Iragments of tibia and a distal end of right humerus. This
species makes its appearance here at rather long intervals usuallﬁ during very severe winters, Remains
wwhich are believed to belong to this species and are now in the Dritish Musenm were obtained from the
_pleistocene deposits of Zebhug Cave. : © e i . .
: -¥) “Great bustard (Otis farda). Tortions of tibio tarsus and ulna of a cock bird and portions of femur
~and of tarsus metatarsus of hen. On the list of our recent birds this species figures as one of very rare
~occurvence. It has alse been recorded, however, amongst our fossil species. :

Mamuans—{recent),

The additions to this collection consist of the following:— s
1. Baboon {Papis) from South Africa. One bleached skull. Presented by Captain J. 8, Blizs. - :

2, TLesser horse shoe bat (Rkinolophus hipposiderus) 2 specimens in alcohol,
3. lledgehog {E)_‘iﬁaceus europeus) 2 young specimens in alcohol.
4, E&ropenn musk shrew (Crocidura suaveolens} one sbecimen in alcohol.
5, Fox (Canis vulpes) two skeleton feet and one skull. ¥
6, Weasel (Mustela boceamela) two stuffed specimens.
7. Brown rat {Mus decumanus) ons skull.
8. Black rat (Mus rattus) one skull,
. 9. ITouse mouse {Mus musculus) one skull.
' 10. Lang tailed field mounse {Mus sylvaticus) one skull.

11. Harvest mouse {3Mus minutus) one skull.
12. Ted deer {Cervus elaphus} one skeleton foot.
13. Pig and wild boar {Sus serofa) two skeleton feet. ‘ _
- 14 'dII{p potamus (Hippopolamus amphidbius) one mounted skeleton of a ycung specimen and one skull”’
-of an adult. : i C o e &
; ' Birps— {recenth

The only additions to this collection consist of the following:—
1. Three storm petrels (Thalassidroma pelagiea) from Filfla, mounted for a nature group.
2. One marbled duck (Marmaronette angustivostris). This specimen was purchased on the. Valletta
- Market in April 1926. This species is of very rare occurrence in these islands; it was recorded by Wright in

18715, ; : :
1t is very much regretted that owing to pressure of other work and the want of the necessary staff
~required, so very little has heen added to the ornithological collection. ; '.' -

! ; RerrIiLEsS—(recent). :
The additions to the herpetological eollection consist of the following:—
1.” Three geckos {ITemidactylus furcicus) various sizes, preserved in a formaline solution.
2. Seveh wall lizards from Malta (Lacerfa muralis var. maltensis) preserved in alcohol.
3. Four skinks (Chalcides eellatus) vavious sizes preserved in a formaline solution.
4. One do. presented by Chev, J. Ellis in a formaline solution,

) 5. One dark green snake (Zamensis atrovirens) preserved in aleohol, presented by Mr. Paul Borg Ph.C,,
- Plant Pathologist to the local Department of Agriculture. :

- % One variety of the lcopard snake (Coluber leopardinus) preserved in aleohol and presented also by
~-Mr. Borg, k

7. D'ainted frog (Disccglossus pictus) a series of specimens of various sizes from Gozo collected, by Mr
“Tancredi Borg of the Natural History Section of the Muscum.

& A large stuffed lizaxd from .Africa, presented by Mr, John Portelli.
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Frsues—(recent).

The ichthyological collection is continually being increased and during the periad under review more
than 200 specimens have been added, tho greater part of which have been repared. by the new method
which retains their colour more or less satisfactorily. Amongst the new additions, the following are the

- ) most important: ‘ ‘ s o i, :

i . 1. One saury pike (Scomberesox saurus) so far the only specimen in the colleétio_n.
| . - 2. One young fierasfer (Fierasfer acus} a species which is rather difficult to obtain, -

_ 3. Ons globe fish (Lagocephalus lagocephalus). This is also another fish which 'is rather difficult to -
obtain, and this is the only specimen in’ the Museum. < ; ' ‘ :

4. One Rahbit fish (Chimera monstrosa). - Another species difficult to obtain, w oy ™ Ty B
5. Five very young specimens of the Angel fish (Squatina squatina),

- 6. .One young specimen of the Hammer headed shark {Sphyrna zygaena).
% )

Six very young specimens of Blue shark (Prionace glaca).

MorLrsca—{recent).

P The coneological collection was increased very appreciably during the period under review. The
: Department of Fisheries has provided abundant material from the dredgings carried out under itg direction,

The terrestrial material obtained especially during December 1926 and March 1927 is likewise
considerable. : . ‘ :

The rich collection’ of the late Count the Hon. Senator A. Caruana Gatto B.A., LL.D, consisiing of
both loecal and exotic material, which took the Count more than 40 years to collect, was transferred to the
Museum in December 1926, but so far very little has been done with regard to its classification and proper
mounting, and I feel in duty bound to point out that unless I am given the necessary help and relieved of
some other work which can be easily carried out by other persons, the exhibition of this rich collection to
the public will have to be left indefinitely in abeyance, :

i Another fine collection containing sa:ecimens-from all parts of the world, especially from the Frenech

: colonies, was sent to the Count by Mr. Otto Stehli of Zurich in December 1926 and consequently reached
the Museum after the Count’s demise. Owing to bad packing the material suffered considerably, The
g(lis(:tzg.ter pzlLrt ofkthe specimens have no data whatsoever, which fact will necessarily entail a good'deal of
additional work, : : : ¥

The following is material acquired through the Department of Fisheries and is mostly intended for
purposes of reference, ' -

Protozoa .., s D species - Crustacea: . :
Porifera ... v b T g = Cirripedia .., « 1 species
Coelenterata: . © " Copepoda, .., S
| Hydromedusae . .., T . Stomapoda... aesi S o
| L Etnophora : w L. 5 : Macrura. ., ., sy 8 T,
1 : Vermes: i ‘ Brachiora ., Ve L 200,
Polyclatidea TR i : Isopoda ‘ 1 i
Trimatoda b RS | o ‘ Mollusea . ’
Hirudinea sip 4 gy R " ¥ ST Lamellibranchiata, ... . 14
Annulata... e e 29 " I'teropoda.., g T GBI
Briozoa ' 9 o SR B : '

”

IxskeTs—(recent),

N The entomological collection has also been increased considerably ; amongst the new additions, the
4 following may be mentioned:— : -

1, A series of butterflies and moths mostly collected durim,gr September and October.
2. A series of larvae of our lepidoptera. =~

| : 3. A small collection of butterflies and moths from Switzerland collected and prepared by Col. H. C.
- Harford, C.B., by whom they were also presented to the Museum. = ' : LA

4, A small collection of butterflies and moths from British Guiana collected and prepared by;'Dr.
Joseph Glavina, who presented them to the Museum. : .

5. Another collection of butterflies and moths in papers also from the British Guiana, collected and
presented by Dr, Joseph Glaviga,.' W T ! &
. 6. Three very fine stag boetles from Ttaly prepared and presented by the Rev, Father D, Glavina 8.J.

7. Two cabinets containing local entomological material collected and set by the late Count Caruana
Gatto. Unfortunatly this material is in o very. detericrated condition and though every effort has been
made to save it, the greater part of the specimens must he considered a wreck. t. : ; '

W R TR et T W

. Booxs.

. A very fine collection of books and pamphlets dealing with Natural History were also hequeathed to
. this section of the Muscum by the late Count Caruana Gatto. Capt. J. 8. Bliss hag very kindly offered his
services to compile the catalogue, which, it is hoped, will be published in due course, =

I have, &e,,
G. Desporr,
Curator,
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APPENDIX C.
Report of the Curator of the Art Section.

Tne MUSEUM,
22nd July, 1927,

Sir, ‘ i j
I have the honour to submit the report on the working of the Fine Arts Section for the firancial ’
year 1926-27, ' :

IxgrisiToR's PALACE.

The works of restoration in the Inquisitor's Palace, Vittoriosa, were continued; other inscriptions
were met with; some of them deeply engraved, were concealed under a thick coat of plaster; these,
along with other indications arising out of the contents of the. freizes and the inscriptions discovered
betore, will presently afford us sufficient data for the nnderstanding of this very interesting monument.
In the entrace, remains of grotesque decorations in fine Italian Cingiecento were met with and freed of the
whitewash that covered then. o ; '

W . " ACQUISITIONS,
: ' 1. Portrait of a Lady, by Allingham, Purchased.- )
; * 19 Portrait of a Maltese Officer, probably a Testaferrata, by Allingham. Purchased.

v 3. Portrait of a child, by Allingham. Purchased.
4. TPortrait of Tgnazio Costd of Senglea; Maltese art; early XVIIIth: Cent. Purchased.
5. St. Mary Magdalen; Flemish School; middle XVIth, Cent, panel. Purchased.

¢ The figure is repainted over, but it is hoped the original painting may still be recovered in
almost its entirety; the heautiful mountanous landscape in the background is in perfect state of
preservation,

7 6. The Brothers Grech {?) in their Studio. Pen and wash, Purchaéed.
Painted probably by Antonaci, called Naici who is here seen seated with palette in hand; his
Dbrothér Giusepps, a very promising artist who died in Rome (1787) when 32 years old is here

¥ seen _stzmding talking with two young ladies, probably his sisters, -
*+ 7. Portrait of G.M. Pinto; by Favray. Bequeathad by the late Dr. Beniamino Bonnici, late Member of o, 3
the Council of Government and of the Antiquities Comumittee. - * g

8, Judith. By Jean de Boulogne called Le Valentin. Aquired from an Italian Collection, in force of * -
Art. b of Antiquities Act 1925, : o
. Jean de Boulogne called Le Valentin (1591-1634) was born in Brie near Paris: when still a
lad he proceeded to Rome where he became an ardent follower of Caravaggio. 1le painted for
St. Peter’s church the well known altarpiece of St. Processo and Martiniano.

9. Portrait of Sir Agostino Portelli. Purchased.
+ 10, Portrait of Matteo Bonavia. Purchased. '

; .\'I{rl];,_teo‘ Bonavia was an architect and engineer; (1743-1823), Ho was the assistant of Bali CoH
igne. .. ‘ : . ' i ; : et
* v11. Portrait of Bali Caplaya. Purchased.
\ 19 Portrait of Fr.Jac. de Chambray, Grand Cross and Vice Admiral of the Order;. by Favray- 1
Purchased. . L i o j
*13. Portrait of Bishop Fra Paolo Alferan. Purchased. . _ _ T } |
14, San Tommaso di Villanova. Terracotta group by Melchiorre Gafi called JI Ma ltese. g B
i A spirited bozzetto for the colossal marble group in St. Agostino’s Church, Rome. The marble ; lt
group, as many of Gafi's works, owing to the untimely death of the artist, was finished by his \

master Ferrata. It is recorded by Nibby and Vasi, and was engraved by Peter Del Po.
*15, Leather altar-front; Jate XVIIith, Cent. Lent Ly the Rtev. Fathers of Santa Maria di Porto Salvo.
9 1. ~ Snutf box; tortoishell with miniature portrait of a Girand Cross of the Order. Purchased.
"2 17. Two Majolica plates; Italian, early XVIITth, Cent. Purchased. .

: o CONTEMPORACY ART. @ i °
* ’ %-18. Study of figures and drapery; by Cesare Mariani (1830) Presented by the Artist’s grandson, Dott.
Valerio Mariani of lome. :

10. Nina de Vetling; by Antonio Sciortino. Bronze figure. This statue, much admired in the
2nd Biennale of Rome, was Kindiy presented by Prof. Sciortino; a sum was paid just to cover the expences
.of the Lbronze and the casting. : .

i .

,Eu 1 have &y,

b,

- T : : Vixcexzo BoNELLo, }
% : ) Curator of the Fine Aits Section, : o

“To the Director of the Museum.
; ; .
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