
REPORTS 

ON THE WORKING OF 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

DURING THE FINANCIAL YEAR 

1920-21. 

JPubltsbe{) bl? :autborlt}?. 

PRINTED AT TH E GO VERNMENT PRI NTING OFFICE, lii.~LTA. 

192.2. 

· [ Price 5s. J 



LIST OF REPORTS. 

Assistant Secretary to Government for Gozo 

Treasury 

Customs and Port Department 

Railway 

Museum 

Registry of His Majesty's Superior Courts 

Registry of Courts of Judicial Police 

Public Registry 

Police 

Chief Government Medical Officer and Superintende.nt of Public Health 

Corradino Prison 

Charitable Institution~ 

University ... 

Lyceum and Secondary Schools 

Elementary Schools 

Libraries 

Post Office .. . 

Agricultu.re .. . 

Fisheries 

Public \Vorks 

Water and Electricity Department ... 

Emigration 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

p 

Q 

R 

s 
SI 

T 

u 
V 



Durin g the pa~t year, adve rse circumstan ces have not a llowed the Curdtor to g- ive the 
·time he desired to research wo rk, but several observation s were made which are worth 
recordin g. 

CAvE AT WrED IL BuNr. 

An accidental di scovery was mad e in Aug ust 1920 of a. cave in ·the g lobigerin a rock at 
Wied il Buni, ~ear the shores of Cal afra na . (South of the Island) . 

A narrow cave formed along a fissure, was d iscovered wh ilst quar rying- uuil cl ing stone in 
a fi eld clos~ to th e r·o ad . T he cave was full of red soil in which animal bon es in a semi 
fossilized ~tate we re fo und. 

The cave is lo ng, but only a few yards of it could be explored from the opening made; 
Mr. C. Rizzo, L.S. & A. and the Curator, made a rou g h survey and tri ed to get as many 

·b ones a s possible during the short time a t the ir di sposal. 
The specimens of bones were sent to the British lVIuseum of Natural H istory, London, 

where D r. Sn1ith vVoodward, very kindly, undertook to exami ne them for us. 

The bones examin ed were of sheep, g oat, donkey and deer . T he donkey (equus a sinus) 
was never met in our caves before this, and fhe an tiq uity of the bones would have been called 
in question had it not been mixed with the bones of the deer (cervus barbarus) completely 
ext inct in these Islands. 

It i$ to be hoped that in a near fu ture the cave at W ied il Buni may be systemati cally 
explored . 

No further atk mpts were made to clear the fi e lds about the T a rxi en r ui ns, but with the 
help of Dr. T homas Ashby of the British School of Rome, a nd Miss Dorothy Garrod of Oxfor-d, 
some investig ations we re made inside the te mple in March 192 I. 

T renches were cut at var ious points where the floo r, instead of b eing fl agged, is covered 
with a laye r of beaten earth (torb a floor) . 

A detailed report of the work done will a ppear later on, bu t the main facts obser ved may 
be here g iven in b r ief. 

A tre nch close to the door- ;, ill a t the main e ntran ce, showed that the torba fl oor of the 
fo recourt is 30 ems. ( I foot) thick on the average. The slab forming the door- sill is 6o ems. 
(2 fee t) thi ck . Buried a t its b ase, ciose to . the slab with the pair of rope holes a spherica l 
stone ball was found . At thi s depth, a few black potsherds and sheep bones we re met with. 
The torba floo rs are well made, very ha1 d a nd of a uniform thickn ess. T hey consist of \\'e ll 
p ounded white clayey stone, laid down in a wet condit'ion, a nd well beaten . Somet imes li me 
appears to have been added to increase the consistency. At some points, is the fl oor, of a 
white layer over a grey one. In the inner rooms, the torba floor is usually I 5 ems. (6 in.) 
thick, laid down on a more or less thick layer of round fi eld stones a nd pebbles. 

In the room of the earlier te mples, the floor was not always a t th e present' level. 

In one case, IS ems. (6 in .) of torba floor was laid on a bed o f pe bbles 30 ems. (I fo ot) 
thick. Under this, was another torba fl oor, white, smooth and very hard, 8 ems. (3 in .) thick 
laid on 30 ems. ( r 2 in .) of pebble~. The rock bottom was level and and bore sign s of fire, so 

·.that before the first earthen floor was laid, the rock floor must have been in use. 

Sherds of neolithic ware were met with under the torba floors. In some case;, among the 
;pebbles, under the torba, no potsherds were found whilst in others, there were thick masses of 
·sherds. 
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E ve ry effort was made to determ ine wh•eth er the potsh t> rds found on the surface or unde ,
the first layer of torba diffe red from those coll ected a t the bottom of the trench. A ll our 
efforts \\·e re va in, for in no case a marked d ifference in th e qudli ty of the p ottery could be 
found. 

Sherds of the fi nest ware, pol ished a nd dec orated. \\'e re found on the rocky fl oor, quite 
simi lar to sherds foun d in the rooms above the torba fl oors, and in some of the rooms, incised , 
pa in ted or embo ~sed ware, was as abundant on th e surface as it was r m. (3 feet) under the 
to rba fl oo r. 

This was a g reat .d isappo intm ent, a s it was hoped that a d iffe rence in potte ry wou ld give 
us a clue as to the com r arative age of th e build ing s. 

Wh en the floo r of a small room was cnt throug h, it was found that under abo ut 30 ems. 
of torba floor the mouth of a cistern appeared covere d by a round slab. 

H uT FOUN DATlON AT NG-HirmET. 

vVh ilst break in g the rock su rface ;;. t Ngh iere t, to make a1·abl e fi e lds in the Lepe r Asylu m• 
the wo rkmen came upon a circ ul a r depress ion about r .80 m. (6 feet) in diamete r sunk for a 
few in che s in the rock. O n the side of the m ck, where th e surface is a t a hi g her level, the 
circle was compl eted by stones bu ilt up to that leve l. The centra l su rface, ca refu lly picked, 
was of a dull r ed co!our due to the action of fi re. 

I t is probable th a t this was a hut foundat ion, but unluckily no objects such , as remains of 
foodstu ffs or po tsherds , were di scove red in the immedia te vicinity. 

T owER AT TAL BAKKARI. 

Th e re ma ins of a round tower made of la rg e stones, exist on the road that from Zurrico 
lead to Birzebbug ia, a t a point known as T a l Bakkari. A mound throug h which megaliths 
protrude ex ists a lso in th e vicinity in the sou th of the main road. 

On the 6th S ep tember 1920 the Curator, who happen ed to be passing, saw the rema in s 
of the round towe r being broken to b11 ild a farmhouse on the site . Act ion was a t once 
taken unde r the provisions of the A ntiquities Ordi nance of r 9 r o, and the site, with what 
r emains of the r uin, was acq uired by the Gove rnment. . 

The tower was a per fectly circula r structure about r 3 m. (43 ft. ) in d iamete r. It is of the 
type of those tha t can still be seen a t "Tal Gi awar" and ·•Tal Wilg ia" , ( r ) probably of the 
Bronze Age o r early P uni c period. A la rge ciste rn is hewn in the m ck in the middl e of the 
bui ld ing. Thi s ca n be 1·eached thro ug h two recta ng ula r sha ft s but its extent could not be , so 
fa r, dete rmined be in g fu!l ·of ston es to nearly its mouth . 

Both these ruin s and the mound on th e 1·oad are worth excavating and study ing. 

T o MB ewE AT T AL H oRR . 

T a l H orr is the na me of the hill on which th e Ad rl ol 01·ata Cemete ry, to the S.E . of the 
Marsa, is built. Several ea rly g raves were met with when the hill was clea red and now and 
then, whi ls t diggin g the rock for the constructio 11 of mode rn g raves, old bur ia ls a re met with. 
On the 4th March 192 1, a g ravedigger reported the d iscovery of a cave in the rock containing 
bones and potsherds. 

On inspection, it wa s fo und that the cave was abou t 1.5 m. (5 fe et) lon g and and 68 ems. 
(2 ft . 3 in .) wide at its centra l part; its roof was curved and the vault sprin g ing from the floor, 
at the back, met the shaft at a he ig ht of 76 ems. (2 ft. 6 in. ) A shaft about 90 ems. (3 ft. ) wide, 
led to the buria l chamber, and the entra nce, about 90 ems. (3 ft.) squ are, was closed by a stone 
slab. 

The cave was full of soi l caked in to a solid mass by secu la r pe riodical ft oodin gs. In the 
soil, the bones of a male adult were fo un d and a few sherds of Punic type, together wi th a 
large a nd heavy bi lychnis clay lamp of an ea rly shape. 

t. See Excavation in 19 0 8 - 11. l'apers of the n r;tish School at Rome Vol. VI page 123. 



RoMAN AN 'tiQ UITl ES . 

On the 20th September I920, arrangements we re made to clear part o f the ground to the 
north east of the Roman Villa at Rabat. Th is Roma n H o use, which was discovered in r88 I 
in the course of p lanting a row of trees out"ide the t\otabile fo r tificati ons, had fall en into r uins 
as early as the gth Century for, "'hen the Saracens occupied the Islan<1 (870- I 120), they found 
a mound of earth, under vvhich the remains of the R oman H ouse lay conceal ed, which they 
ut ilized as a burial ground. A good nu mber of bod ies, du ly covered with tombst0nes 
decorated ,~· ith Kufi c inscript ions; were met wi th during th e cleaning of the mound. 

Of this fine Roman Hou se a small part only was uncovered in I88 r. To complete the 
destruction of this imp ortan t, R oman monu ment, a road leading to the Railway terminus was, 
in 1899, cut through the left side of the house, of which every trace was destroyed d own to the 
foundaticn, in which \\·ater tanks and water channels were cut by th£ Roman s. 

As no notes were kept of the parts destroyed, importan t information was lost 
wh ich would have thrown light on th is rich monument of the early Roman occupation 
of the bland. Looking up from the Road, one sees sec tions of two of the water tanks and the 
remains of a staircase cut in the rock. On the opposite side of the stai rcase, a large boulder, 
detached from the rock overhead, was embedded in the soi l and blocked a passage cut in the 
rock. The g round und e r and around the bouldEr was cleaced, a t th e le vel of th e mad, and 
continued hig he r up close to an outwork of the tim e of the Order of St. fohn, \\'hi ch appears 
to have been hurri edly built over the remains of the R oman House. 

A lthou g h it was rather late in the year to make ex tensive excavations, the fo llowi ng 
im portant points were made out:-

r. Th e Roman House extended in a North-Eastern direction and as the g t·ound 
sloped very distinctly to the north t owards the va lley of Gherixem. horizontal te t-races were 
la ic! on large ston e blocks bui lt up for the purposes. 

2. Under the outworks, a p lat fo rm mad e of large stone blocks, has the appearance 
of having b een built out of the remai ns of some old te mple ; a large water tan k is cut in the 
rock <~t the end of the p latfo rm . The tan k, which is shaped like the letter L, is renclet·ecl v.:ith a 
thick layer of a dark grey mortar a nd roo fed over by large stone blocks 20 ems. (8 inches). 
thi ck. Except for the mouth, the cove ri ng slabs were buri ed under 30 ems. ( r fo ot) of well 
m ade torba ft oot·. The tank was halffull o f so il an d stones. Sherds of pottery of various deg ree 
of fi neness, from cv urse household pots to the finest Sami an ware, were obtained. 

A stone head 22 ems. (9 in.) high and 15 ems. (6 in. ) wide at the base, was found in the 
rubbish, about I foo t from the bottom. I t is made of the ordin ary Maltese bui ld ing stone 
(globigerina limestone) and appears as if broken fro m a bust. It r epresents a mal e face wi th 
flowing locks. T he lips are rather thick and clean shaven, while a pointed beard adorns the chin. 

Beyond the platform and th e c i ~tern, the groun d sinks rapidly to the east and to the north,. 
and over r o fee t of so il covers th e rock su rface. All this soil was depos ited afte r the 
coll apse of the Roman H ouse. Foll owing the outwork to the east, the rock was found to be 
worked at differe nt depths. A d eep channel cu t in th e rock, in a north-west direction , has the 
appearance of a fo ul drain. 

The great depth of the soi l, the absence of la ndmarks in the no r the rn direction, and the 
approach of the unfavourable sea son , were some of the r easons why the work was stopped in 
thi s direction . T he excavat ion a t the road leve l gave very e ncouraging resul ts. O n cleaning 
the loose so il and removin g the boulde r s that encumbered the space to the east of the road, it 
was fo und that , to the rig ht, the overh anging rock formed once a deep recess whi ch was. 
p l'Obably a rtifi cia ll y enla rged by the buildin g of walls. A system of wate r works was 
discovered, which points out to a n abundant su pply of water tha t once ran a t the base of these 
rocks a nd was subseq uently led into a system of ;::hannels and gall e ries. 

I t is evident that a deer fi ssu re, running in a north east direction, yielded water in 
a bundance, whi ch in part feel the Ghain ,Hamrn am spring and in part was le t into channels for 
the use of the R oma n H ouse. A vaulted gall e ry hewn in the rock run s out from the fi ssure in 
a north d irection. I t is full y r .so m. (S ft.) hi g h and go ems. (3 ft. ) vvide, now full of blue clay 
carried, p robably, by the spring water from the fi ssure. 

A deep stone cha nnel runs in a north direction off the surface o f the fi ssure a nd from thi s~ 
two stone cha nnels branch off towa rds the west. On e of these chann els a pparently ends in 
the gall e r~ just mentioned , whilst the othe r which is 45 ems. ( 1 ft . 6 in. ) wide and carefull y 
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plaste red, crosses the road which is 7·5 m. (2 5 feet) wide, and enters a deep gallery cut in the 
rock at the opposite side of the road, hav ing first a west~ rn and th ,! n a north wesle rn 
direction. 

The exact plan of these water works could not be made out unde r present circumstances . 

Some of the water must have bee n heated oa the spot for the us e of the. house. The 
space clea rer! so fa r, at the leve l of the roar!, shows that a fairly large roo m was in a close 
vicinity of a furn ace, as the fl oor of the room is covered, .for about a depth o[ z feet, with light, 
grey ashes, similar to wood ashes. The rock surface to the rig ht is a lso disco lour d by fir e . 

To the le ft, the remains of what appears to be a water cistern, with walls rendered with a 
smooth, hard morta r, can still be seen . It is ditncult to understand the presence of fou r 
pillars standing in a row to the ri g ht of the room. · These pillars, made of a coral lime
stone, are badly worn out; they stand close to each other in a lin e. Their base does not reach 
the bed rock a nd as not one of them is whole, no idea can be formed as to the objec t they could 
have supported . It is probable that these pillars, taken from some othe 1· part of the building, 
were placed there, at a late r tim e, to support wooden beams fixed at rig ht angles in the face 
·Of the rock, which curved out a t this point from the wate r-bearing fi ssure. 

Furthe r investigation will prob-.tbly sho w the connection of this part of the Roma n House 
with the Ghain Ha mmam fountain to the north-east. Everything seems to point out to the 
probabi lity of the existence, somewhere near this spot, of the b:~ths which were a 
particul ar feature of a res pectable R oman House. The .House, of which a small portion on ly 
is contained within the walls of the Museum, must have had its luxurious baths and its richly 
adorned garden s and, a lthough the place was knocked about ruthlessly for ove r sixteen 
cen turies, a systematic excavation of the ground all rou nd the Museum cannot fail to bring- to 
light much that is worth seeing, studying, and preserving. 

During the year, 5 159 persons visited the Valletta Museu m, of whom 39S3 on Su ndays. 

The following objects we re presented to the MuseurP- :-
Seven volumes by R ev. Sim; 13 e ngravings and 4 plans of Valletta, by Prof. Lor . Manche; 

I framed photo, by Notary C. Micallef De Caro; I 52 eng ravings, old prints, etc., bequeathed 
by Coun t Giovanni Messina; 9 fra med o il pictures, by the Hon. the Comptroller of Chari table 
Institutions; 4 small brass m edals, by Mr. Emmanuele Xerri; 48 books about Malta, by 
H .R .H. Princess Victoria, Marchioness of Milford Haven; I set of Malta stamps, by the 
.Superintendent of Posts; and 3 oil p icturP.s by the Superintendent of Public W orks . 

The following objects were acqu ired for the Museum :-
Thirteen books; 25 engravings; 3 ~ maps; 4 pictures ; 1 manuscript; 76 coins a nd 

Me1la ls, including I gold Ro man co in (Cohstans 11) ; 1 brass old cross; 1 go ld decoration of 
·the O rder; I bronze medal of Zondadari ; 1 set of old Russian costumes; 2 stone coat of 
a r ms of Grand Masters ; 2 models of Maltese boats ; r old sporting knapsack ; 2 o ld seals ; 
J marble inscrip tion and I old balance. 

.. 

T. Z AMMIT, 

Curator . 
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